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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th  March 2026 at 7.30.pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 

These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.

Present : 	 Chairman: D. Hale,

 Councillors, F. Cogdell, J. McDougall, K. Bowditch, S. Whatmore, S. Cholwill,  K. James,
 J. Trayford, M. Tape

In Attendance : Clerk.

Public x 1

3675.	Apologies Received : None. 

 Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.  

3676.	Council Meeting Minutes :  Minutes of the meeting held on 17th  February 2026 had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed by all present  and signed by the meeting chairman as correct. Proposed 1st, JMD, 2nd FC , all councillors in favour.

3677.	Matters Arising  :  No matters arising.

3678.	Public Open Question Time :  The chairman suspended standing orders for the MOP to speak to the council at 19.32pm.  The MOP, secretary of the newly formed Devon Athletic football club, on behalf of the club wished to take over from Bridgerule FC and use the existing pitch at Vinnicomb park for their club’s home pitch. They explained that they would like to see football return in the community again and the group had a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and bank account, and a team of 12 players.  After contacting the FA regarding the club becoming affiliated, the FA could not assist until the club had secured a home pitch.  
Some correspondence had been received from members of Devon Celtic, 2 emails and another email from a resident enquiring about the use of the pitch. 
The chairman said that Devon Celtic should have approached the parish council in the first instance, as they are the legal owners of the field and land at Vinnicomb Park. The land and football pitch are subject to leases and licences that were set in 1993 and run until 2043.  These are for the school to have use of the field from Monday to Friday, a licence in conjunction with Devon County Council.  Bridgerule FC, currently has a licence to use the football field on a Saturday morning only, with any other times permitted by prior agreement.  Devon Air Ambulance also has permission to use the field as a night landing site, if required. It would not be possible to allow another club to take over the pitch, as this would contravene what is legally in place, at present.  MT said that it would be good to see Football League again in Bridgerule, but what is being proposed at present might not be workable, within the constraints and legal licences in place.  The chairman also said that any Football club must have the name Bridgerule within it,  as the field is a community asset.  The MOP left the meeting at 19.40pm.
Chairman resumed standing orders at 19.41pm.


3679.	Bridgerule Football Club and Vinnicomb Park : Councillors discussed the future of Bridgerule FC and use of the land.  The current management of the club would like to step down having been involved for 26 years.  The pavilion building insurance is up for renewal.  Quotes needed. Discussion followed regarding emails received regarding the pitch and club, one of which was vexatious and not factual.  The proposal offered was not felt to be beneficial, as if the current club ceased, the building would revert to the Parish council and any monies would be returned to the Devon FA, as per the club constitution in place.  It would not be possible to allow Devon Celtic to take over the pitch as suggested, since legal licences are in place.  Proposed, the current proposal be refused, 1st, FC, 2nd, KJ, all in favour, motion carried.
Some rentals have taken place this year in agreement with the FC, to help with running costs and pitch maintenance.  KJ said that part of the legal agreement with DCC on behalf of the school is that the field is kept and mown and this would need to continue.  Rental to other users was discussed and could be managed in house by the council and a committee.   MT to provide an update next month on the club’s dissolution and agree a date for the Parish council to take over management of the club and field. 
The chairman wished to express grateful thanks to MT and family for all their work and time given to the FC over the years. 

3680.	County Councillors Report : No report this month.

3681.	District Councillors Report : KJ reported that TDC were waiting to hear from Government regarding the 5 : 4: 1 plan submitted for the LGR.  Meetings were taking place with hospital and Trust providers within those council districts to ensure healthcare fitted within these plans.  It was hoped to hear on the decision by July and could start to be implemented by the end of the year.  Devon CC still wished to be a Unitary council, under the LGR plan.  Progress was being made with development of the old Cattle Market site in Holsworthy.  Under the rules for BNG, some £1.5 million was needed to be spent on complying with this, tree planting, throughout the district.  

3682:  	 To Receive Correspondence:  circulated to councillors prior to the meeting,
Reminder that ROSPA, Annual Playpark inspection scheduled for April, cost of £84.00 plus vat for 5 items, with extra items costing £4.00 plus vat.  No date specified. 
4 emails relating to Vinnicomb park and Football club,
4 emails relating to potholes at Tackbeare road, Narraton and Hedley Wood entrance.  Clerk to contact Marhamchurch PC clerk and liase,  re: poor road condition, as this part of the road comes under the remit of CCC. 
Enquiry from Sovereign Play, regarding a quote given for replacement triple swing frame.  It is not possible to go ahead at present due to the huge cost and funding needing to be sought. 
SC said that a garden roller was needed for the newly seeded areas damaged by flooding.  FC and SW would move the table tennis table in the playpark.  JT would continue to empty the bins.  

[bookmark: _Hlk201310985]3683:	Chairmans Report : The chairman reported that the owner of the grassed area in the Littlebridge area had agreed to install new posts and fencing in due course.  There was a query on registered ownership of this land  and when it was done, and KJ would look at the original planning agreement at TDC, and DH would discuss with the owner. 

3684: 	 Accounts and Accounts due for payment -  Finance sheets had been circulated to councillors, 
However, some additional invoices needed to be added on for payment, namely Bude SEO and a hosting package needed for the .GOV transition, and the work had been necessary and done since circulation of the sheet.  Councillors agreed that payment should go ahead and clerk to circulate the updated sheet and invoices the next day C, before the signatories signed off the payments. Clerk apologised for not having them present for the meeting.  
Current account balance agreed at £5082.94 on 28th February 2026.
	Proposed 1st, FC, 2nd JMD, , show of hands, all councillors in favour.


3685 : 	 Vas Signs, Speedwatch Update and Highways  :.  
Vas data this month, for the period 17th January to 17th March, Sign 1 Vicarage Hill, 4688 passing vehicles, with 3924 travelling at speeds exceeding 20mph,414 at speeds of 30 mph plus, which equates to 1 in 11.  Average speeds recorded were 23.8 mph and highest speed recorded of 41.3mph.   It was noted that cyclist have been seen numerous times, travelling very fast down the hill past the school, but the Vas sign does not record them.  
Sign 2, Middle Road, 5687 passing vehicles, with 368 speeding, which equates to 1 in 16.  Average recorded speed was 21.7mph with a maximum of 48.5mph. 
Speedwatch- JT reported that a session had been held at Chapel Corner on the 24th February.  Two motorists were recorded travelling at over 20mph, one at 29 miles per hour and one at 36 miles per hour.  Data had been forwarded to the Speedwatch HQ.  Another session had been held at The Green today, with no speeding.  25 vehicles had passed during the session. 
Highways – road closure – Road from Littlebridge Cross to Chapel Corner. Monday 8th June to Friday 12th June, Core Highways, for repair to porch.  Diversions to be sign posted. 

[bookmark: _Hlk199845999]3686 : 	Village Hall/shop update:   KB reported that the solar panel panels were up and the hall had received its Annual Council Tax bill.  It had increased by £235 p.a.  KJ said that these were not set by TDC, but by central government.  Although the hall is operating well, KB questioned whether the parish council should be responsible for payment, as it is a community hub and asset. KJ said that this was a common problem at many parish village halls in the area.  A discussion followed re future finance and the forming of a Finance committee, within the council, possibly at the Annual Meeting.
The shop has variable takings but continues to operate well and has expanded its stocked items greatly, since opening. 

3687:	Bridgerule Open Space Group :  DH reported that a new sign had been erected at the site, advertising the site as Bridgerule Community Gardens project.  They had received two generous donations and the site entrance was now being worked on.  A Bingo fundraising event was to be held next week. The original Constitution had not been signed and may need amendments to the group name.  Clerk to contact EH. 

3688 :	New Assertion 10 compliance :  A new domain name had been successfully purchased at a cost of £30.00 inc vat, valid for 1 year.  The council website had now been transferred to .gov, from .org.  
Bude Seo will continue to host the website and provide IT support.  A new email hosting package had also been arranged, with up to 12 email boxes.  Clerk to circulate instructions and passwords to councillors for setting up each individual email addresses, for use by the council business. Costs of 20i hosting £131.87 inc vat for 1 year.  Both steps will comply with Assertion 10 requirements. Use of the .gov emails to commence from 1st April. 
The website will need updating and work to ensure it meets standards and accessibility.  All documents currently published are under review and is work in progress.  
IT policy and Model Publication Scheme documents had been circulated prior to the meeting and councillors voted to adopt them, Proposes, 1st, JT,2nd SC, all councillors in favour. 

3689 :  Clerks Salary : Clerk left the meeting, 20.50pm and councillors discussed an annual increase to the hourly rate, to be paid from 1st May, 2026 of £13.80.  Clerk returned  at 20.59 and accepted the increase, with thanks. 

3690 :  Clerks report :  Electoral register changes this month are 3 deletions, 5 creations and 1 amendment.  Attended a DALC course online on the 4th of March.

3691 : Exchange of Information :   Some complaints had been noted regarding dog excrement being left beside existing dog bins and around the village.  It was noted that the Dog Bin at the edge of The Green, was always full, despite being emptied weekly.  To investigate purchase of a larger Dog Bin, clerk to obtain prices. 
FC wished to give apologies for the next monthly meeting as away on holiday. 
 
3692: 	Meeting closed at 9.09 pm  :  Date of next meeting Tuesday 21st April  at 7.30 pm.  


Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

	Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….

	

	

	



2

image1.png
2 2 i3
CBRIpGERY

PARISH COUNCIL \





