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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 17th  February 2026 at 7.15.pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 

These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.

Present : 	 Chairman: D. Hale,

 Councillors, F. Cogdell, J. McDougall, K. Bowditch, S. Whatmore, S. Cholwill,  K. James,
 J. Trayford, M. Tape

In Attendance : Clerk.

3658.	Apologies Received : None. 

 Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.  

3659.	Council Meeting Minutes :  Minutes of the meeting held on 20th  January 2026 had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed by all present  and signed by the meeting chairman as correct. Proposed 1st, JMD, 2nd Mt , all councillors in favour.

3660.	Matters Arising  :  No matters arising.

3661.	Public Open Question Time :  No questions raised.  

3662.	County Councillors Report : No report this month.

3663.	District Councillors Report : KJ reported that TDC continue progressing through the current workload and are also going through plans for the Marine project, with emphasis on technology needs.  Exeter City council, which is currently Labour led, will now have an election in May.  The result  is not expected to change the LGR plan submitted to government.  The large Solar Farm project plans at Holsworthy Beacon have been withdrawn at present. TDC should know in June or July, if the plan submitted, known as 4:5:1, will be accepted as the new model for LGR by to replace the districts. 

3664:  	 To Receive Correspondence:  circulated to councillors prior to the meeting,
Highways, new wall situated at East view. ref: ENQ261927582. Response received suggested referral to Planning at TDC, due to permission needing to be obtained for boundaries.  Reply from TDC on 4.1.26, advised that until occupancy, permission not needed to be submitted.  Clerk to forward to KJ, who will liaise with Enforcement and Planning officers at TDC. 
ROSPA, Annual Playpark inspection scheduled for April, cost of £84.00 plus vat for 5 items, with extra items costing £4.00 plus vat.  No date specified. 
Slides from Connectivity Event at Holsworthy in January circulated to councillors.  Councillors felt that broadband was available in the parish currently, although speeds were low in some areas, and decided not to proceed further.


[bookmark: _Hlk201310985]3665:	Chairmans Report : The chairman thanked JMD for attending the Connectivity Event in Holsworthy and representing him as he was unable to attend. He had visited the owner of the land in the Littlebridge area twice, unsuccessfully regarding the broken fencing in the area.  He would follow this up. 

3666 : 	 Accounts and Accounts due for payment -  Finance sheets had been circulated to councillors, 
No invoices for payment this month.  As Unity were increasing the current account monthly charge from February and at the same time, reducing the interest rate on the reserve account, councillors discussed a small transfer of £250.00 to the reserve account to offset these costs.
JMD suggested that as clerk had paid for 4 hours parking at the Connectivity event, these costs should be reimbursed by the council. 
Current account balance agreed at £5772.37 on 31st  January 2026.
	Proposed 1st, SW, 2nd JT, , show of hands, all councillors in favour.

3667 : 	 Vas Signs, Speedwatch Update and Highways  : Nothing to report from Highways this month.  
Vas data this month, for the period 20th January to 16th February, Sign 1 Vicarage Hill, 3853 passing vehicles, with 3199 travelling at speeds exceeding 20mph,348 at speeds of 30 mph plus, which equates to 1 in 11.  Average speeds recorded were 23.7 mph and highest speed recorded of 44mph. 
Sign 2, Middle Road, 4871 passing vehicles, with 246 speeding, which equates to 1 in 20.  Average recorded speed was 21.2mph with a maximum of 43.5mph. 
Speedwatch- JT reported that a session had been held today at the Middle Road site, with 49 vehicles passing and  no speeding recorded.  More sessions had been planned for the coming month, and a new site was still awaiting sign-off from HQ. 

3668 : 	Village Hall/shop update:   KB reported that the solar panel project had commenced which would benefit both the hall and shop,  the panels would be installed shortly, with the batteries due to be installed next week, hopefully . The shop had reached its year end and accounts were being prepared, it had made a profit in its first operational year. Sales were increasing by around a 1000 items per month approximately.  
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3669:	Bridgerule Open Space Group :  DH reported that hedging had recently been carried out at the site and some work had now begun.  A local resident who had expertise in sapling hedging had helped with this work. JT commented that the site was starting to look better.  

3670 :  Councillor Vacancy :  As the notice period for an election process had now passed, the council would be able to co-opt to fill the vacancy. JMD suggested that the co-option notice could be published in the next Buzz edition. Any interested parties would need to express interest in writing and councillors decided that there was no immediate rush to fill the vacancy at the present time, as new residents to the village may become interested in due course. 

3671 :	New Assertion 10 compliance :  Councillors discussed moving the website to a gov.uk domain from its current domain of .org. This would work towards compliance needed for the new rule prior to Annual Audit. Clerks contact email would also need to be transferred to a .gov. uk domain and would require a subscription mailbox. KJ said that it was necessary to move to .gov.uk domains.  Clerk had contacted Bude SEO, who host the current website, and they would be able to assist with both these processes, which would be helpful.  The company recommended that it be done in stages. Clerk would also require some training on these and website addition processes.  The costs of each stage were likely in the region of £80-£100 maximum, therefore a budget of £300.00 was discussed for this, to be done over the next few months. Proposed  clerk initiate necessary processes, 1st,SW, 2nd, KJ, show of hands, all councillors in favour. 
Current subscription rates for the mailbox could be around £2 per month. Clerk had been working through the governance checklist and councillors signed the Civility and Respect statement of Assurance. 
The Asset Register needed updating and formal approval of the demolition and scrapping of the wooden Bus Shelter was needed, proposed 1st, JT, 2nd,FC, all councillors in favour and clerk would make necessary amendments to the Register.  DH signed the accompanying form for the records. 
KB queried item 2 on the Checklist, and whether the clerk was currently a member of the local SLCC? Clerk would seek information on the cost of joining and report to council, as clerk was not a member.  

3672 :  Clerks report : Future meeting dates were approved by councillors and clerk would circulate a meeting calendar for the year to councillors and post on the website, these being each 3rd Tuesday of each calendar month. Clerk would attend an online course on 4th March run by DALC on Assertion 10. The cost was being offered at no charge. 

3673 :  Exchange of Information :   A meeting had been held with a resident who wished to form Bridgerule Athletic, a football club. MT and DH had attended. The new club wished to use the pitch at Vinnicomb park. MT had advised that the new club would need a Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary.  MT would attend the second meeting soon and would be a member of this new committee, as a council representative. 
A large pothole was noted near to Springfield House, on the Furze Cross to Dux Cross Road, clerk to report to DCC.
SC enquired if TDC had any available funds for grants toward a replacement A frame for the multiple swings, in the playpark.  The cost of replacing could be in  the region of £12,000.00.   KJ replied that TDC had recently funded some MUGA pitches in the area, with specific funding for that in deprived areas and all this funding had been spent. 
DH said the meetings would commence at 7.30pm from March. 

 
3674: 	Meeting closed at 8.09 pm  :  Date of next meeting Tuesday 17th March  at 7.30 pm.  


Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

	Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….
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