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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 20th  January 2026 at 7.15.pm, at Bridgerule Village Hall. 

These minutes are provisional until signed by the Chairman at the next meeting.

Present : 	 Chairman: D. Hale,
C.C. Councillor L. Rowsell. 

 Councillors, F. Cogdell, J. McDougall,  S. Whatmore, S. Cholwill,  K. James,
 J. Trayford, M. Tape

In Attendance : Clerk.

3639.	Apologies Received : K. Bowditch, - A. L.   Proposed apologies accepted 1st FC, 2nd, JMD, all in favour.
Apologies also received from   N. Keneally, Torridge District Council. 

 Declarations of Interests:  The Chairman asked that interests be declared as they arise.  

3640.	Council Meeting Minutes :  Minutes of the meeting held on 9th  December 2025 had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting and were agreed by all present  and signed by the meeting chairman as correct. Proposed 1st, JMD, 2nd FC , all councillors in favour.

3641.	Matters Arising  :  Item 3637- new wall at East View.  Reported to TDC Enforcement, reply received 4.1.26 and matter referred to Highways, to be inspected by 29.1.26. ref: ENQ261927582. 

3642.	Public Open Question Time :  No questions raised.  

3643.	Planning – 1/0928/2025/OUTM – Land at Canal Rise, Bridgerule. Outline application for 24 no: dwellings with all matters reserved except for access. 
Councillors discussed the application at length.  Concerns expressed were – road known to flooding, no footpaths, the proposed swale being potentially inadequate for the site and not having the capacity to cope with the new development.  Width of roads being proposed on the travel plan as they were narrow, removal of existing hedgerows and the site noted to be subject to flooding, inadequate infrastructure for drainage, pedestrian safety and school numbers. Whilst the council are in favour of more affordable housing units becoming available in the parish, it was felt it was unable to support this plan. KJ wished to abstain from the vote.  A vote to object to the plan in the current format was taken, 
Proposed 1st. SW, 2nd FC, Votes in favour of objection, 7, 1 abstention.  Motion carried. Clerk to submit comment to TDC “ The parish council objects to the application.”

3644.	County Councillors Report : LR reported that they had received many complaints about potholes and poor road surface conditions in the area and that DCC had received and logged several thousand reports . Budgetary shortages were not helping with the problem and some of the council’s funding had been diverted into its SEND budget. There had been some problems locally with SWWater repair works, with a narrow lane leading to the site of the works exacerbating problems in that vicinity. 
The current Highways contract as it is, is up for renewal in 2027. They had also received several complaints about poor road conditions near Milton Damerell. 

3645.	District Councillors Report : KJ reported that an LGR  meeting  had been held today and the new Refuse and Recycling operating centre  had been been opened at East of the Water.   It had come in under budget.  The old site at Holsworthy will be sold eventually. Development plans for the Old Cattle market site had progressed, with one side of the site being developed by Kivells and the other, by TDC using some of the funding received from its grant of £20million from the Levelling Up fund. Roads around the Copplestone area are in very poor condition at present.  The Annual budget is now being discussed, and the council are looking to possibly increase this slightly. 
NK sent a report which was read by clerk. NK reported that they were currently chasing up two planning enforcement issues and helping a resident who had recently found themselves homeless.  TDC officers had been very helpful with this issue, and it would hopefully be resolved within the week. They were, along with Cllrs KJ and LP supporting the Holsworthy and Stratton Agricultural Show committee to get some improvements to the singe track road from the Golf club to Killatree Cross. NK had voted in favour of TDC’s 1-4-5 plan and of moving forward with the plans for the Holsworthy Agri-Business park.  They had a locality budget from which community groups could apply for funding from.  

3646:  	 To Receive Correspondence:  circulated to councillors prior to the meeting,
Letters of thank for charitable grant received from- Holsworthy Rural transport and Devon Air Ambulance,
An email requesting donation had been received from DCAB, clerk to write and advise council funding would be considered in November, when it sets its charitable grants.
Correspondence from the Elections team at TDC, a poster advertising a notice of Election for a councillor vacancy had been place on the notice board.  It would be in contact again after the notice period had elapsed on the 30th January.
Letter sent to JP.

[bookmark: _Hlk201310985]3647:	Chairmans Report : DH reported that was still an ongoing issue with ground at Littlebridge Meadows.  The grass was cut and maintained by the council, but fencing around this area had collapsed and needed replacement.  A discussion followed about ownership and liability for repairs.  Clerk to write to owner once details of owner and address had been provided. DH to organise contact with owner.  

3648 : 	 Accounts and Accounts due for payment -  Finance sheets had been circulated to councillors, 
Payment of £100 donation could now be made to the Bridgerule Open Space group as their account was now operational.
Current account balance agreed at 6231.80 on 20th  January 2026.
	Proposed 1st, FC, 2nd MT, all councillors in favour.

3649 : 	Precept 2026-27 :  Councillors discussed budgetary needs for the coming year and inflationary costs for expenditure.  It was agreed that and increase in budget of £380.00 be requested to give a precept for the parish of £11,700.00.  This equates to an increase of 2.61% and a Band D rate of £37.91.  Chairman asked for a show of hands, all councillors in favour, motion carried.  DH signed the AC2 form for submission to TDC. 

3650 : 	Vas Signs, Speedwatch Update and Highways  :
Nothing to report from Highways this month.  Multiple potholes had been noted in various locations by councillors, who would report online. 
Vas data this month, for the period of  18th November to 19th January, Sign 1 Vicarage hill, 8184 passing vehicles, with 6835 travelling over 20mph, 804  travelling at speeds over 30mph which equates to 1 in 10. Average speeds recorded was 23.9mph with a maximum speed of 48.9mph.
Sign 2, Middle Road, 10579 passing vehicles, with 533 travelling at speeds over 30mph which equates to 1 in 20. Average speeds recorded was 21.1mph and a maximum speed of 48.2 mph. 
No Speedwatch sessions had taken place this month, due to bad weather. The group had some new volunteers, and a new site was waiting for approval currently from Devon HQ before becoming operational. Two sessions had been planned for in the coming weeks. 
[bookmark: _Hlk199845999]
3651:	Village Hall/shop update:  SC reported that a deposit had been paid for the solar panel project, with installation planned for the end of February.  The Hall continues to do well with regular bookings.  
The shop is now preparing its end of year stocktake, sales have gone down slightly over the past couple of weeks, but likely due to inclement weather recently. 

[bookmark: _Hlk203989290][bookmark: _Hlk220322390]3652:	Bridgerule Open Space Group :  DH reported that the group would be holding a disco in the Bridge Inn on the 14th February to continue with the groups fundraising.  The group were waiting for better drier weather to start digging and improving the site entrance and some landscaping work. The group planned to work on the site in two halves, the top half this year and the second at the bottom of the site, kept wild for now. The rolled-up wire fencing would be recycled and used around the site. 

3653 :  Councillor Vacancy :  TDC elections team had provided a notice, currently displayed in the Notice board, advertising the vacancy to be filled from JP.  The notice, requiring 10 electors to request an election would be displayed for 13 days, ending on the 30th of January and further instructions after this would be provided by the elections office. JP would need to be removed from the council’s Whatsapp group, FC as administrator would do this. 

3654 :	Code of Conduct and Absence Policy :  The Code of Conduct policy had been amended and circulated to councillors prior to the meeting, to include reference to the Absence Policy, which had also been circulated,  following recommendations from DALC. Proposed both be accepted , 1st SW, 2nd MT.  All councillors in favour, motion carried. 

3655 :  Clerks report :  Clerk had received details from DALC regarding nomination from the council to win tickets to Garden Party at Buckingham Palace.  6 tickets were available to be won.  After discussion, it was agreed that DH would be this year’s nominee. A grant which could be applied for had been seen, which may if successful benefit the Open Space group.  It was agreed that funding towards a polytunnel would be useful.  Clerk and DH would be attending a Connectivity event at Holsworthy on the 30th of January, organised by Sir G. Cox, MP.    Electoral Register changes this month were two deletions. 

3656 :  Exchange of Information :   The surround of the manhole cover by the pub appeared to be breaking up, clerk to report to Highways.  SW would send photographs. 
A large pothole had appeared in Middle Road, JT would report online.
FC had received a phone call from S.W.Water, SC confirmed they had correspondence from the company, who had informed that they were waiting for drier weather to carry out repairs. 
 
3657: 	Meeting closed at 8.38 pm  :  Date of next meeting Tuesday 17th February  at 7.15 pm.  


Signed by Meeting Chairman : …………………………………………………………………………………..

	Date of signing :                         …………………………………………………………………………………….
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